Surgical repair of mechanical complications of myocardial infarction.
Mechanical complications of acute myocardial infarction are estimated to account for 25,000 fatalities yearly in the United States. The diagnosis necessitates a high degree of clinical suspicion. Once recognized, prompt surgical intervention is necessary because if left untreated the condition frequently causes a fatal outcome. The main determinants of survival are the preoperative hemodynamic status of the patient, the presence of multisystem failure at presentation, and concomitant revascularization during repair of the defect. Because ischemic heart disease remains the leading cause of death in such patients following repair, coronary artery bypass should be considered and, whenever possible, performed in conjunction with repair of the postinfarct mechanical complication.